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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 228896 

E.O. 1 1652: ADS, DECLAS WHEN OPERATING RIGHTS REQUESTED 
HEREIN HAVE BEEN GRANTED 
TAGS: MILLTGEN, PE 

SUBJECT: REQUEST POR POREIGN OPERATING RIGHTS: TELEMETRY 
AIRCRAPT STAGING 

1 . U.S. AIR PORCE HAS BEEN TASKED TO SUPPORT NASA IN ITS 
ATMOSPHERE EXPLORER-C SATELLITE LAUNCH IN DECEMBER. 
AIRBORNE TELEMETRY WILL BE REQUIRED TO INSURE CONTINUOUS 
TRACKING OF SATELLITE AS IT IS INSERTED INTO ORBIT. THIS 
TELEMETRY WILL BE OBTAINED BY PLACING ADVANCED RANGE 
INSTRUMENTED AIRCRAFT (ARIA) AIRBORNE AT DESIGNATED 
TELEMETRY SUPPORT POINTS PRIOR TO SATELLITE INSERTION. THE 
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ARIA AIRCRAFT WILL RECEIVE AND RECORD TELEMETRY EVENTS 
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AND RETRANSMIT THIS DATA BACK TO THE LAUNCH SITE THROUGH 
THE LES-6 COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE. 

2. ONE SUCH TELEMETRY SUPPORT POINT WILL BE LOCATED OEE 
THE COAST OE SOUTH AMERICA. DEPENDING UPON HOW THE LAUNCH 
IS MADE, THIS POINT WILL EITHER BE I7-24S 099-03W OR 
23-49S 096-2IW. TO ACCOMPLISH THIS MISSION, USAE DESIRES 
TO STAGE AIRCRAFT (AN INSTRUMENTED EC-135) OUT OF JORGE 
CHAVEZ AIRFIELD AT LIMA, PROCEED TO THE SUPPORT POINT AND 
THEN MAKE RECOVERY BACK AT JORGE CHAVEZ. ONLY ONE FLIGHT 
WILL BE REQUIRED AND THIS WILL BE DIRECTLY TO/FROM THE 
SUPPORT POINT, WITH THE AIRCRAFT HOLDING UNTIL SATELLITE 
LAUNCH IS MADE AND TEST SUPPORT IS COMPLETED. 



3. PURPOSE OF THE SATELLITE IS TO GAIN A MORE COMPLETE 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE PHYSICAL PROCESSES WHICH GOVERN THE 
BEHAVIOR AND FORMATION OF THE LOWER THERMOSPHERE AND AN 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE MODELS DEFINING THE INTERACTION BETWEEN 
THE THERMOSPHERE AND UPPER ATMOSPHERE. 

4. ALL EQUIPMENT ON BOARD IS U.S. GOVERNMENT OWNED AND 
PERMANENTLY INSTALLED IN THE AIRCRAFT. CREW WILL CONSIST 
OF APPROXIMATELY 22 PERSONNEL (5 OFFICERS, 17 ENLISTED), 

ALL U.S. CITIZENS WITH PASSPORTS. THE AIRCRAFT WILL NEED 

TO ARRIVE AT JORGE CHAVEZ TWO DAYS PRIOR TO THE ESTABLISHED 
LAUNCH DATE AND WILL RETURN TO HOME STATION (PATRICK 
AFB, FLA) THE DAY FOLLOWING THE TEST SUPPORT MISSION. 

5. REQUEST EMBASSY SEEK GOP APPROVAL FOR MISSION DESCRIBED 
HEREIN. LAUNCH DATE IS EXPECTED TO BE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
AFTER 13 DECEMBER 1973 AND NO LATER THAN 20 DECEMBER 1973. 
PROVIDING GOP APPROVES, DETAILED OPERATIONAL DATA FOR 
AIRCRAFT/CREW DIPLOMATIC CLEARANCE WILL BE PROVIDED BY 
AFETR/PATRICK AFB, FLA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE USAF FOREIGN 
CLEARANCE GUIDE. 

6. PROJECT DATA IS RELEASABLE TO GOP AND CAN BE PROVIDED 
UPON REQUEST. KISSINGER 
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